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O Light of Light, who givest also laughter; 
Master of men who settest servants free; 

We build Thy House for them that follow after, 
Serving the brethren in service unto Thee. 


FEBRUARY 1944 


Toc H in the Service 


The following has been sent to all units by the Hon. Secretary, All India Committee 


The growth of Toc H in the navy, army 
and air force has become more apparent 
recently in India and will expand. The All- 
India Committee has considered very care- 
fully the position and has decided the policy 
to deal with this growth. 


Two viewpoints, not necessarily dissimi- 
lar, have to be considered : — 

(a) That of the Lone Units Committee 
and the South India Regional Executive 
who are responsible for seeing that a high 
standard is set and maintained before а new 
unit is recognised or membership given to 
individuals. In the very nature of things 
it is certain that the ‘life’ of a team of ser- 
vice men, meeting in the name of Toc H, 
is bounded by ever-changing conditions of 
service exigencies, and in any case is.limit- 
ed to the duration of the war and pre-de- 
mobilisation period. They do not want to 
have the field littered by the corpses of Toc 
H groups who, probably through posting of 
personne! rather than of lack of enthusiasm, 
have to close down after often a short exist- 
ence. Similarly, though membership of Toc 
H does carry through to post-war life, it is 
recognised that service conditions. normally 
do not make it possible for men to be tested, 
and test themselves, on the pledges and 
understanding of Toc H membership as a 
permanent way of life. 


(b) That of the increasing numbers of 
men who are desirous of 'trying out' Toc H, 
as individuals and as a team in their military 
unit or location and quite rightly want to 
feel that-they are linked tangibly with the 
movement, feeling the strength which comes 
from allegiance to a movement far larger 
than their own section of it. 


With experience of Тос Н elsewhere to 
guide them, the All-India Committee have 
decided as their policy :— 

1. The granting of .Group. Status to 
teams of men who are wholly or predomin- 
antly composed of men in the services, shall 
cease as a wartime measure. In its place, 
any application shall be acknowledged and 
recorded as a Services’ Circle, carrying the 
name of their unit, camp, or station, as se- 
curity allows. The Circles would function 
similarly to a normal Group, as far as local 
conditions make’ that possible, and be en- 
couraged to use their length of life to the 
full in working out their interpretation of 
Toc H. In matters of detail they could, 
for instance, hold the Ceremony of Light 
using a Rushlight of their own design or 
manufacture, and give full rein to imagi- 
nation and initiative. If then their length 
of life was but three or six months, or one or 
two years, that period has'been invaluable to 
them and of infinite possibilities for good: in 
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their military unit, whilst if postings etc., 
mean closing down there would be no need 
for ‘inquests’ on the part of Registrar or 
Treasurer. 

2. Only in exceptional circumstances 
will membership of Toc H be given to men 
in the services, e.g. such cases as prolonged 
association with a recognised Branch or 
Group of Toc H, or a series of such. In its 
place the War Services Roll of Toc H, 
which was specially formed to deal with war- 
time adherants, should be used. This applies 
not only to Services’ Circles but also to new 
adherents of Branches and Groups. Mem- 
bership of the Roll implies that a fellow 
accepts the principles of Toc H, its aims 
and ideals, and will do all in his power 
to translate them into practice in his life. 
The abnormal conditions of the services do 
not enable a man to carry out full member- 
ship obligations except in rare circumstances. 
The visible sign of this linking-up is the Toc 
H Pass, the detachable portion of which, 
when sent to the Registrar, contains a home 
address which guarantees that when the 
holder returns home he will be given every 
Opportunity to carry out his signed decla- 
ration that he ‘looks forward to maintaining 
contact with Toc Н post-war’. 

The machinery and procedure is delibc- 
rately kept simple and the two people con- 


cerned are the Secretary, Lone Units Com- 
mittee, and the Registrar, both having Toc 
H Mark I (India), 2/2 Lansdowne Road, 
Calcutta, as their address. This address 
too, is the H. Q. of Toc H War Services. 
Briefly, the procedure is :— 

(a) All Services Cireles are recorded at 
the above address. Full details should be 
given, e.g. name of Circle, location if pos- 
sible and name and address of the Circle Se- 
cretary or Correspondent. It is especially 
requested that initially the particulars of all 
Circles now in existence shall be forwarded 
to cover anv lack of records. 

(b) A supply of Toc H Passes (War Ser- 
vices Roll) will be sent to all Branches, 
Groups and Circles who applv, stating 
number required. When completed, the 
detachable third portion should be returned 
to the address shown on the back. 

(c) A two-way correspondence link will 
be maintained. It is of great valuc if news 
is sent in from time to time in order that 
experiences and methods may be exchang- 
ed; whilst’ from the centre suggestions will 
be circulated. It is regretted that supplies 
of literature are at the moment exhausted, 
except for the leaflet "Toc Н, What Is It?'. 
but it is hoped that these will be replenished 
in the near future. 


N. МУ. Indian Divisional Conference at Lahore 


Members of the Lahore Branch were astir 
early on Saturday morning the 27th. Nov. 
with preparations to receive our guests; some 
of us were down at the station at 6.30 a.m. 
to meet the lirst arrivals from Rawalpindi. 
Actually those from Peshawar were among 
the first to arrive followed up by a carriage 
full of chaps from Delhi 1 and Delhi ir 
along with those from Meerut and Ambala. 
This particular carriage had “Toc H’ chalked 
about all over the outside and so it was 
easy enough to locate. 

All were then ‘escorted to their respective 
temporary dwellings ‘according to plan’ and 
afterwards we got together at the Toc H 
Rest and Refreshment Rooms on Empress 
Road where Major Maurice Sewell was busy 


registering names of arrivals and dealing 
out programmes and tickets for the conven- 
tion. Here the Toc H ladies were also pre- 
sent helping with the refreshments. 


It was grand meeting old friends again 
and making new ones though we were all 
sorry that neither Sir Maurice Gwyer nor 
Gerry Neale were able to join us this time. 
The Branches and Groups represented 
were :— 

Ambala, Chakrata, Delhi 1, Delhi r1, 
Dehra Dun, Ferozepore, Karachi, Lahore, 
Lahore Cantt., Meerut, Peshawar, Quetta, 
Rawalpindi, Sialkot. 


Saturday afternoon was taken up with 
the Divisional Committee Meeting, whilst 
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others of us were out sight seeing. [гот 4 
p.m. to dusk we were all entertained at a 
Garden Party at 103 The Mall—our Host 
and Hostess being Sir James and Lady 
Penny. 


Soon afterwards we were all together again 
at Nedous Hotel for dinner and a social, and 
this went with a swing, well over 7o people 
being present. During dinner Sir James 
called the roll when each unit represented 
received an ovation as the respective members 
stood up to answer their names. 


Sunday morning most of us were together 
again at the Lahore Cathedral Church for 
‘Corporate Communion, the celebrant being 
the Lord Bishop of Lahore. After this ser- 
vice we adjourned to Nedous Hotel for break- 
fast followed by the Convention. 


In the absence of Sir Maurice Gwyer, Sir 
James Penny presided and in his opening 
address said that the genera! idea of the Con- 
vention was to get units together so that 
they may have the opportunity of exchang- 
ing views and hearing what is done in other 
places; scope for discussion is provided and 
fellowship encouraged to the highest degree. 


Dealing with the work of the division as a 
whole, Maurice Sewell said that 156 members 
had paid capitation fees as against 116 last 
year. Conditions on the whole, he felt, were 
satisfactory, and though we had a good deal 
to be thankful for, there was still a good deal 
to be done. The Convention, he remarked, 
had to be self-supporting and not dependent 
on Divisional funds. Finally he reminded 
us that it was the Divisional Secretary’s job 
to help anybody and invited units to consult 
him on all problems affecting Toc H in this 
division. 


The Challenge of Toc H 


‘Ken Bennett from Rawalpindi took up 
this subject. He reminded us of the chal- 
lenge which each one accepts at his or her 
initiation to Toc H. Here in India, he went 
on, we had three important things to over- 
come namely :— 


(a) the colour bar, (b) racial distinction, 
{c) class distinctions. 
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Ken touched on each one of these points 
bringing out the fact.that we must go out 
and mix freely with the people concerned, 
showing an honest, sincere and friendly atti- 
tude towards them and thereby widening 
our fellowship. 


Next in order came the unit reports of the 
following :— - 


Ambala, Chakrata, Delhi 1, Delhi 11 and 
Ferozepore, in which we were privileged to 
hear interesting details of each unit's activi- 
ties. 


Conquering Hate 


Bill Rich from Lahore took up this sub- 
ject. "Tactfully appealing to his listeners to 
conquer any hate they may have for him 
after they had heard what he had got to 
say, he then told us, quite bluntly, that 
Toc in India was a failure. Unfortunately 
time did not permit of a full discussion on 
this statement. The reasons put forward by 
Bill were :— 

(1) Too frequent transfers and not enough 
continuity. 

(2) Insufficient Toc H Houses. 
marks were required. 

(3) Very few surveys made of local con- 
ditions and social problems. 

(4) Too many excuses to cover want of 
time to do anything. 

(5) Forgetfulness due to not remember- 
ing—this, he said, was a very common fault 
with us in this country. 

(6) Not sufficiently ‘Russian’. In other 
words we are not really doing things collec- 
tively like a real, honest family. We, he 
went on, have got to be bigger and better 
communists, by thinking best of others, by 
doing our best for others and by drawing 
the best out of others. 


In the short discussion that followed 
Maurice Sewell said that he did not consider 
'Toc H in this country a failure but merely 
deplorably weak. Ted Tilt remarked that 
though marks were desirable and although 
we in Lahore have always wanted something 
like this, upkeep and maintenance was a 
doubtful factor. In normal times, he said, 
we should not have enough men to fill such 
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a place and he felt, therefore, that this was 
purely a wartime proposition. 


Don Lucas from Delhi remarked that if 
Toc H in India is a failure then the person- 
nel themselves are to blame; be believed 
that many of us were thoughtless and in- 
considerate of others, which means a tend- 
ency to selfishness. 


Joe Chacko said that we had yet to go a 
long way to conquer hate, and with all due 
respect to the social, family and fraternal 
activities of Toc H, it was difficult to get 
Indians to join, due perhaps to the fact that 
its surroundings are not quite congenial to 
them. Не contended that we must learn noi 
to emphasise our difficulties but to broaden 
our affinities. Let us, he concluded, mean 
to do what we profess and be more universal 
about our association. 


Sidney Quinn said that marks were, in his 
opinion, not necessary and a good branch 
can carry out Toc H principles without one. 
He thought that Toc H in India was based 
too much on conditions of life amongst the 
Europeans; that there was not enough team 
work and spirit, and that more leaders and 
initiative were required. 


Eric Puddyfoot appealed to us not to make 
the meeting one of excuses for lack of acti- 
vity. Make sure, he said, your compass is 
steering you on the right track, and then de- 
cide your bridge building accordingly. 


Samuel Mathai remarked that it was good 
to be cheerful but there should not be too 
much 'gush'. We must, he went on, endea- 
vour to transform our enthusiasm into the 
realities of life but must first start thinking 
more seriously and more widely. 


Quality of Membership 


Padre L. G. Geddes from Lahore took up 
this subject. Toc H, he said, is originally 
Christian and as such the essential ideal is 
that of the Christian Faith. He felt that 
here in India we have got to get down to 
more serious thinking and less talking; the 
tendency is to too much talking, and to be- 
coming involved in too many activities with- 
out serious intellectual application to theory. 


Following Padre Geddes came the remain- 
ing unit reports, first, Lahore Тос H Wo- 
men's Section. Ella Say told us that, at 
present, this was the only Toc Н women's 
section in India with a present membership 
of 16. They had lots to do, she said, and 
since the war have been kept very busy in- 
deed. ‘Their activities cover helping as a 
icam at the free canteen on the railway 
station, hospital visiting, the running of a 
Club for married men of the forces, assisi- 
ing at the Club refreshment bar every Sun- 
day night and helping at the Toc H refresh- 
ment rooms for travelling service personnel, 
apart from assisting at various charity func- 
tions as and when occasion demands. 


Next followed the unit reports of Lahore 
Cantt., Lahore, Meerut, Peshawar, Rawal- 
pindi, Sialkot, Dehra Dun and Karachi. 


Quality of Membership 


Major Ted Waite from Sialkot re- 
sumed the subject. According to him the 
qualifications are discipline, faith, reasonable- 
ness in our acceptance of other men's views 
and more emotionalism. Respect, he said, 
is not governed by age or position, but by 
the genuine goodness of the individual with 
whom we come in contact; it's the genuine 
self that counts. 


Reggie Anderson from Peshawar then had 
а few words to say; he contended that we in 
Toc H are stewards of a very big job that 
has got to be done, and he claimed that if we 
are nothing else than a real family then we 
have achieved no mean object. 'A little 
child shall lead them' ; he quoted, 'so let us 
start with a policy bold’. ‘We’, he went on, 
'are fathers and mothers of children and it 
depends upon us as members of Toc H to 
assist in bringing up the rising generation 
rightly, because it is they who must make 
the world a different place to live in. Let 
us all be brothers, whatever our creed, he 
concluded, and let there be unity in 
diversity.’ 

Anne Geddes next spoke briefly on the 
life and work of the women’s section in India. 
She said that the first suggestion of Toc H 
for women in India came from Karachi in 
1936 but the men would not hear of it. It 
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was at Kohat, she went on, that the women 
first got together in 1939, encouraged and 
ably assisted by Major Frank Coy. Lahore 
soon followed, and it was Tubby himself, 
when he visited Lahore that year, who sug- 
gested that the women in Lahore should 
interest themselves in Toc H and get going. 
Rawalpindi followed next with a very keen 
set of women. Unfortunately, Anne went on, 
both Kohat and Rawalpindi groups have 
now ceased to function, which is a great pitv. 
As for Lahore, Anne was proud to say that 
the group was going from strength to 
strength and all were keen and doing their 
various jobs well. AI the women can be relied 
on то see things through and they stood bv 
their commitments. Anne then remarked that 
ihere were a number of very keen Toc Н 
chaps present at the Convention, but what, 
she enquired, is each one doing towards get- 
ting ladies similarly interested in their re- 
spective stations? She appealed to the 
married men to bring in their wives and the 
single men their girl friends and to encourage 
them to fake an interest in Toc H assuring 
them that they will certainly find much to be 
ihankful for by way of co-operation and sup- 
port from the ladies in many Toe Н activi- 
ties. Many must have noticed this in actual 
practice at the Toc H Rest and Refreshment 
Rooms in Lahore. И Lahore can do it, she 
xoncluded there is no excuse for others in 
India. 


Fellowship 


Padre George Crouch spoke on this sub- 
ject saying that, having heard a lot about 
the practical and intellectual content in Toc 
H, we must not forget its mainspring, which 
is fellowship. Fellowship, he said, is essen- 
tially a spiritual concept. Не referred to 
the Old Book, which tells us that sinning 
against fellowship is one of the seven deadly 
sins of the time. ‘Fellowship,/ he went on, 
should combine a happy and harmonious 
life, the essentials of which are work, play, 
worship and love./ Toc H, he said, is a 
family and a fellowship in the same sense. 
The purpose of fellowship, he continued, is 
to learn something and to pass it on to some- 
one else; the giving of other people an im- 


pression of your fellowship. It follows, 
therefore, he said, that the three elements of 
Toc Н аге:—ћего worship, conversation and 
remembrance. 


We, in Toc H, he continued, recognise 
not only a fellowship with the present, but 
with the past—the Elder Brethren from whom 
we get our inspiration. Тһе starting of a 
new Toc H unit anywhere, he remarked, is 
really not a beginning but a continuation. 
With the Toc H ideal as Christ, he conclud- 
ed, we have nothing to be ashamed of; all 
we need is courage, loyalty, perseverance, a 
business sense, ability to take off our coats 
and get on with the job; good mixing and 
a stern. sense of justice. 

Sir James Penny, in his summing up, said 
that owing to the eloquence of the speakers, 
and the speed and change from one subject 
to another, it was difficult to particularise. 
One outstanding feature, he appreciated, was 
the frankness of certain speakers and he 
thanked one and all for their contributions. 


One point which he noticed had been 
touched on by more than one speaker, and 
that was the need for continuity and stability 
in our units. This, he said, could be done 
bv bringing in such men as are likely to be 
fixtures; another point was the need ior 
Indian Christians to be encouraged into the 
Toc H fellowship. He believed there was 
still plentv of room for improvement, and 
that there appeared to be everv intention to 
do better in future. 


The final item on the programme was at 
6-30 p.m., when we met together again at St. 
Andrews Church for a special Toc H service, 
which was indeed most impressive. All 
lamps and rushlights of the units represent- 
ed together with the banners of the Meerut 
and Lahore units were borne in procession. 
Тће Lord Bishop of Lahore gave a most 
inspiring address, taking for the subject ‘I 
am the way, the truth and the life’. 


It was with mixed feelings that we made 
our customary adieus, expressing the hope 
that many of us may meet again at the next 
convention to be held in Delhi in October 
1944. 
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The Commissioner Chats 


'Three additional war services staff have to 
be welcomed to our work in India. They 
are Paymaster Captain the Rev. A. Eagar. 
R.N. Retd., the Rev. Rupert Bliss, and 
Sidney Garner. Padre Eagar has had а 
long service in the Royal Navy prior to 
ordination and his contact with Toc H came 
closer during this war when he was the 
Admiralty representative on the Central Toc 
H War Services Committee in London. His 
primary work for us will lie in the direction 
of the Royal Navy. Padre Bliss is not 
unknown to India for he was with the L.M.S. 
in the Madras Presidency for seven years 
prior to the War. On returning 10 the 
U.K. he joined the staff of Toc H and has 
had experience of welfare work in different 
places. He goes now to Deolali to open 
our new club there. Sidney Garner is the 
youngest recruit to our staff. Discharged 
from the. Forces, he has completely re- 
covered and now serves his late colleagues 
under the aegis of Toc Н, "Talbot House 
Madras being the initial posting. Those 
who meet Padres Eagar and Bliss could, 
if they could get them to speak, hear a story 
of adventures in the Mediterranean route to 
India, which resulted in the necessity for a 
series of hops, quick and slow, from North 
Africa to Calcutta, but with the joy of meet- 
ing Toc H all along the route. 


Toc H Centre at Elephant Point, Arakan, 
is now open and firmly established. Those 
who know that sector will appreciate the 
tremendous difficulties to be encountered 
continually with supplies and staff to handle 
the cooking, cleaning and water-carrying 
dailv routine for the 120 officers and men 
who are our guests for a few days each. 
But difficulties were made to be solved and 
the experience gained in our initial venture 
of this type is of the highest value for the 
future. The local attractions of bathing, 
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fishing, boating, the superb beach, soon 
became noised abroad but one can imagine 
the astonishment of the Calcutta Command- 
ing Officer on being requested by a Toc H 
member to allow him to spend his month's 
leave in Arakan! He then realised that the 
chance of spending leave doing a piece of 
service is a gesture which membership of the 
Family calls from a member, translating his 
pledge to 'Leap with joy to any task for 
others', and those who are at Elephant Point 
know the many jobs which can be done by 
volunteers. 


Elsewhere in this month's Lamp are to be 
found the brief details of the decision made 
by the All India Committee to govern the 
situation which has arisen through the large 
influx of men in the services who desire to 
be linked (о Toc H. One point needs to 
be stressed—membership of the War Ser- 
vices Roil of Тос Н carries with it an honour 
which comes from the thousands of men 
who in this war from 1939 have carried the 
pass and affirmed their belief in the move- 
ment. Given to a man without any definite 
probationary period, the Toc H pass signi- 
fies more than a casual interest and will be 
turned into actual membership when attach- 
ment to a permanent unit of Toc H is 
possible in the days ahead. We are most 
anxious that we shall get into touch with 
any Toc H circles in the services who may 
not yet have made their contact with head- 
quarters at Calcutta and also with pre-war 
members and present pass-holders who are 
not linked with a unit or circle. Ruth 
Cowling, member of the staff and fist 
wearer of the Toc H woman's uniform in 
India, is the secretarv to Toc H War Ser- 
vices and has a register waiting to be filled 
with names and addresses, and a typewriter 
to ensure a two-wav contact. Let us know 
quickly who vou are and where you are, if 
you come in any of the above categories. 
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Sunset Near Nowshera 


Framed in the dusty shisham, 
straggling, gaunt and grim— 
Fringed by the distant storm-wrack, 
violet with living-gold rim,— 
Viewed from the dustv highway, 
seen through the dust-cloud dun— 


Orange and amber and golden 


dies the dust-burnished sun. 


Beauty that comes in the gloaming— 
afterglow colours ablaze— 
Beauty still-born in the death-throes 
of Day, 'mid the dim khaki haze. 
Khaki transmuted to fire-hues; 
Alembic of Day's siow decay 
Distilling the magic of sunset 
from wandering atoms of clay. 


Frowning in silhouette sombre 
beyond the dust-devilled strand— 
Rugged-edged, sharp-peaked, gloomy, 
the Hills of the Border stand. 
At noon-tide sun-smitten, glaring, 
clad in an eye-dazzling caul. 
At eve at the sepulture solar 
draped in purpureal pall. 


Nigh in the dust-powdered garden, 
bred by cloacinal mire, 
Nourished by scourings of stables, 
fed from the filth of the byre— 
Flowers like dust-covered jewels 
in setting of dust-laden green. 
Flowers that lift dust-drenched petals 
to gaze on the dusk’s dusty scene. 


So from the vagrant dust motes 
Colour and Light are born. 
So from its miry matrix 
Beauty springs to adorn. 
Colour and Light and Beauty, 
fostered by dust-clouds dun, 
Born all of corpuscles earthy 
sired by the radiant sun. 


Perchance in some distant eon 
my mortal dust shall rise 
And mingle with myriads of earth-specks 
to form flaming sunset skies; 
While my soul from some starry remoteness 
homesick for earth's dusty floor 
Shall thrill to the dust-iaden sunset 
o'er the highway to Risalpur. 
MAURICE SEWELL 


______---======== они 
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The South India Regional Toc H Conference 


In connection with the World Chain of 
Light, the South India Regional Executive 
arranged a conference, in order to give an 
opportunity to representatives from the units 
in South India to take part in the inagura- 
tion of the world chain and in the vigil, and 
also in order that the presence of Toc H 
men from the units outside the region and 
from the services may be utilised for а 
revival of the true Toc H spirit among the 
South Indian units. Since the birthday 
festival at Ooty in 1939, there has been по 
opportunity for representatives from ihe 
units in the region to meet and confer on Toc 
H matters. The circumstances of the present 
situation have placed the leadership of Toc 
H in the mufassal in the hands of com- 
paratively new-comers into Toc H who have 
not known the Toc H tradition at first hand. 
lt was being increasingly felt that a closer 
personal contact between these units and the 
headquarters was necessary in order to give 
these leaders of mufassal units some guid- 
ance in the management of their units. H 
has been apparent for some time past that 
unless such guidance was given and such 
contacts established, there was a danger of 
Тос H in the region losing some of its 
characteristic and distinctive features, and 
becoming just one more association among 
others. The main intention of the confer- 
ence was therefore to give (ће representatives 
from ihe various units who come an idea 
of what exactly Toc H is, what it is intended 
to achieve, and what its special methods of 
working are. 

And so the first session of the Conference, 
which began soon after lunch on Saturday, 
was an exposition of the principles of Toc 
H—Alan Cowling telling us what Toc H 
is not and Padre Kerslake telling us what 
Тос H is. 


What Toc H is not 


Alan Cowling in his address brieflv dealt 
with the following ten points: (1) Toc H 
is not an ex-serviceman's association ; (2) It 
is not an organization; (3) It is not a secret 
society; (4) It is not tied to ceremonies and 
ritual; (3) It does not believe in mass meet- 


ings; (6) It is not undenominational but 
inter-denominational; (7) [ does not do jobs 
for the sake of doing jobs; (8) Its molto is 
not ‘all rank abandon ye who enter here’; 
(9) It is not a great movement—but a very 
‘young show’; (10) Its members are not 
getters but givers. 


What Toc H is 

Padre Kerslake spoke of Тос H in its two. 
aspects: (1) Тос Н as a society: (2) Toc Н 
as a family. Н is a society because it con- 
sists of a group of people who have come 
together for a special purpose ;—the purpose 
that is defined in the Main Resolution,—‘to 
strive to listen now and always to the voice 
of God; to know His will revealed in Christ 
and to do it fearlessly'. It has olficers just 
like any other society; but being a society 
with a special purpose, it has some officers 
who are distinctive of Toc H—The Job- 
master, the Pilot and the Padre: whose 
business is not to canvass for members, but 
to pick out select men and keep them at a 
high level of Christian efficiency. It is 
possible that the present weakness of many 
of our units is due to the fact that we have 
poor pilots, and jobmasters are too tolerant. 

But Toc H is much more than a society. 
It is a family. A family spirit, a feeling 
of comradeship and friendship is character- 
istic of Toc Н. This has its effect both от 
the officers of a unit and on the members. 
The secretary of a Toc Н unit is and should 
be as efficient as the secretary of any other 
society; but he is more. He does not 
merely answer correspondence; but writes 
personal friendlv letters; prefers to mcet the 
members in person than merely to write to 
them,—specially those who are gradually 
drifting away. The treasurer has also neces- 
sarily to be efficient: but he is not merely 
an accountant and tax-collector but is a 
personal friend of all members. ТЕ a member 
is irregular in contributing to the family 
expenses, he does not write threatening 
letters but goes to see him and arranges the 
matter in a Christian spirit. The pilot is a 
philosopher, friend and guide. He keeps 
in touch with every single member and keeps 
every one up to the mark. The jobmaster 
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is perhaps the least Toc Н of Тос Н officers. 
When he has a job to be done, he docs not 
merely put up a notice on the board or 
make a general call for volunteers. He picks 
out the right men for the job and makes 
them carry it out. Toc H methods are the 
methods of a family. 

After these two valuable talks, there was a 
general discussion. Questions were asked 
and answered. he peculiar difficulties of 
some of the units were described and 
commented on and much friendly advice 
was given. Several valuable tips were pass- 
ed on and we certainly got to know where 
we were weak and failing; and what we 
have to do to make our uniis more alive and 
satisfactory. 


А Мее пр demonstrated i 

The second session began after tea. П 
was a meeting of the Madras Branch which 
was conducted as typical of what а Toc H 
meeting should be. А team consisting of 
George Davis (Chairman), Bishop Michael 
Hollis (Padre), Bert Stagg (Treasurer), J. 
O. Cochran (Secretary), Basil Clutterbuck 
(Pilot), J. P. Joshua (Jobmaster) led the 
meeting and demonstrated what the officers 
of a unit are expected to do at its meetings 
and how they should do it. One of the best 
lips one got was the advice the Padre 
(Bishop Hollis) gave about reading. He 
suggested the names of a couple of recent 
hooks which he commended for study by all 
Toc H members. How we wish that all 
unit padres would, at least once in a way, 
give such tips on what to read for greater 
Toc H efficiency. 

Two short talks on ‘Recruitment to Toc 
H' followed: the first by Rajaiah D. Paul, 
and the second by Captain John Calff, 
formerly on the home staff who is now in 
India. The former spoke of the basis of the 
recruitment to Toc H and the latter of the 
methods. Paul pointed out that we should 
recruit for Toc H, first, on the basis of 
Christianity and outright religion. There 
was to be no camouflaging of the idea that 
Toc H is out and out a Christian thing, 
and was not intended for people who do not 
want to be known to be work-a-day Chris- 
tians. A religious man is not a freak. He 
is the norm of human life. Secondly, 


we should recruit on the basis that Toc H 
is a family, not an association. The idea 
of a family not based on physical consan- 
guinity but on intellectual association for 
moral and spiritual ends must be the next 
great step in the evolution of humanity to- 
wards the end which Christianity has in view 
for it. Thirdly, let us recruit for Тос Н on 
the basis of service. We get a greater and 
nobler response from the right type of person 
by offering him work to do, than by 
offering to work for him. Toc H means 
definitely an obligation,—a life of service- 
We strive to pay rent for our room on earth. 
The big job which Toc H men throughout 
the world have before them is the job of in- 
ternational friendship: because without in- 
ternational goodwill the future of the world 
after the war will be a blank, nay a tragedy. 
There are great opportunities for this now in 
India. Toc H at home has already begun 
to tackle this job,—with the hundreds and 
thousands of refugees from all European 
countries now in Britain. Here in India 
there is a great opportunity for British ser- 
vicemen to make friends with Indians and to 
learn something of the thought-currents 
which are moving in India at the present 
time. 

Captain John Calff gave detailed instruc- 
tions as to how to recruit men for Toc H, 
drawing upon his own experience and work 
in his Toc H unit at home. He began by 
telling us how he had been attracted first bv 
Toc H and how he was influenced into be- 
coming a member; and how in his turn he 
influenced other lives,—some of them the 
most unpromising in the town and outside 
the usual pale—and got for Toc H some 
outstanding personalities. 

It was well worthwhile—this conference. 
The whole gathering was pervaded by a 
wonderful spirit of friendship and fellow- 
ship. Most of those who had come from 
outside Madras and quite a few of us in 
Madras lived together for about 36 hours as 
one family—just as we should—eating, 
praying, talking, and conferring together as 
members of a family—Indians and Euro- 
peans, servicemen and civilians, clerics and 
lay folk; and we got a vision of what Toc H 
is going to do for the world in spreading the 
idea of the family of God. 
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Bombay Units in ‘Retreat’ 


Members in Bombay for some years have 
made a practice every January of withdraw- 
ing to a quiet bunglow a few miles from the 
city where they spend a week-end in quiet 
and meditation upon the deeper principles 
of Toc H. This year they met on January 
22nd and 23rd and the programme drawn up 
by the several padres in Bombay is very 
suggestive and stimulating. 


The subject at the first session was ‘The 
Great Elder Brother' and after an address 
by Padre Jenkins on ‘Why every man should 
get in touch with Him and consider Him as 
(a) Man, (b) Friend, (c) Brother, (d) Master, 
(e) Lord', the members present divided into 
two groups. 


Group А considered the following two 
questions :— 


I. Does getting in touch with Him help 
us to understand one another 7 


2. Why is a fuller understanding of one 
another vital in Toc H ? 


Group B dealt with the following two 
questions :— 

3. Will a fuller understanding of one 
another offset all other differences tending to 
separate us? 


4. Is the lack of leadership the cause of 
our being unable to 'mitigate by force of 
mind, word and habit the evils of class 
consciousness' ? 


After dinner on Saturday the Second Ses- 
sion began.the subject being 'Our Family 
in Bombay’. 


Padre Jenkin’s address this time dealt 
with the question ‘How should every man 
get in touch with Him?’ and considered 
(a) Personal devotions, (b) Corporate wor- 
ship, (c) Our common brotherhood in Him. 


Again the members divided into two groups 
to consider the following questions :— 

5. Is Church attendance essential for a 
'Toc H man? 

6. How can we best avail ourselves of ihe 
opportunity afforded us of consulting the 
right people and reading the best books for 
a better understanding of our religion ? 

7. 15 Church membership an individual 
responsibility ? 

8. How should the challenge that “Гос Н 
changes Chaps’ be made effective ? 


On Sunday morning there was a corporate 
Communion Service and after breakfast the 
Conference continued. The subject of the 
third session was “The rent we pay for our 
room on earth' and Padre Jenkin's address 
was on the topic ' What result may we expect 
from getting in touch with Шип. Con- 
sidering in detail (a) Personal lovaltv to a 
recognised leader, (b) Personal responsibility 
to ‘see our duty as Ніѕ will’, (c) Personal 
responsibility for social service as He ex- 
pressed it, i.e., by seeing Him in the needy. 

'The questions discussed by the groups 
ihis time were the following :— 


9. Why do we do any jobs at all in Toc 
Н? (motive and object) 

10. On what organisations is Toc H re- 
presented? Can this be extended 2 

11. How can our hospital jobs be co- 
ordinated (a) inter-unit, (b) with hospital 
authorities, (c) financially ? 

12. Should units continue with individual 
efforts to raise money or should a central 
fund be instituted? If the latter, then, on 
what lines? 


We have printed this programme in de- 
tail, because it is likely that other units mav 
like to take some or all of these topics and 
questions and consider them themselves. 
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China at War 


Group | at Bombay enjoyed an interesting 
talk on this subject in December by Bishop 
W. V. Chem of the Chungking American 
Methodist Church. 


The Reni Book 
follows :— 


summarized the talk as 


As the Bishop stood and spoke he revealed 
the spiritual zeal within him and disclosed 
the qualities of Christian leadership which 
set him up as a man of personality. The 
truth that greatness in small things doth 
dwell might have been exemplihed in the 
Bishop for great as he is he is small in 
stature and might have passed unnoticed 
anywhere. He said that the Buddhist theory 
had it that in re-birth the good Chinese were 
in ‘Western Paradise’, and he thought that 
he must have been a good Chinese in his 
past life to have had this re-birth in India 
where he could meet us in Bombay—to him 
India was China's 'Western Paradise'. 


‘The Bishop treated the Group to a highly 
illuminating account of China at war. Al- 
ihough as a spectacle of China under aggres- 
sion for seven vears one would have expected 
а weary and pathetic picture of a down- 
trodden people, it was a glorious account 
of China unbeaten, of a people whose age- 
old philosophy of life and general Christian 
outlook enabled them to meet all their 
troubles with a smiling face and keep their 
morale in a most admirable way in spite of 
seven years of tribulation. They have an 
indomitable spirit which cannot be quelled. 
Тће talk was punctuated with many stories 
full of pathos and light-hearted humour. 
He told the story of a man who during one 
of the bombing raids lost his wife and four 
children and had his home destroyed. This 
man was demented and driven to the verge 


of suicide, but after a talk with the Bishop 
he chose the way of the Cross; the Love of 
Christ opened a new vista for him, and he 
is now a happy man rendering invaluable 
service to his country in looking after 600 
homeless children in an orphanage. Не 
devotes all his time to their welfare and has 
found greater happiness in his distress. 


The Bishop repudiated the suggestion 
that the secret of Chinese resistance was. 
hate. He said that the rank and file did 


not nourish any hate for the Japanese as a 
people. The fact that they kept up their 
resistance was due to their long years of 
culture and their philosophy of life which 
enable them to suffer pain and yet keep 
smiling. He thought that they had learnt 
a lesson of love through which they were 
more than conquerors. Their indomitable 
spirit and their love which had kept them 
together as a people are modern miracles 
which gave them power to stand and with- 
stand all evils in the darkest hour and to 
frustrate the enemy. 


He made the significant statement that 
although in the whole of China there might 
have been only one Christian in every 800, 
in public life almost all the leaders were 
Christians. S2 per cent. of these listed in 
‘Who is who’ in China were Christians so 
that it will be seen that the shaping of the 
destiny and the policy of the country were 
in the hands of the Chinese Christians. 
The speaker emphasised that the Christians 
had a great influence on the national life of 
China. Having been the spiritual adviser 
to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, the 
Bishop could tell us some intimate details 
af the life of China’s great leader showing 
how deeply devoted he was as a Christian. 
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Ambala Group 


The Christmas Season was spent by the group 
in the spirit of fellowship and joy. It had a 
‘Crackers’ night when the members were ‘Just 
themselves’ to the amusement of many. There 
was also a carol night followed by a midnight 
eucharist at St. Paul's Church. On New Year's 
Eve there was a social evening with Light and 
family prayers to end with at midnight. 


At the first meeting of the year Padre 
Bradbury talked to the Group about the first 
two phrases of the Тос Н prayer. At this 
meeting six new members were initiated. 


An Assam Services Grope 


The New Year seems as auspicious a time as 
any for us to make our bow before our brothers 
in Тос Н. We have yet to receive our official 
baptism, but we are a lusty infant and vou had 
better get to know something about us before 
you wake one morning and suddenly find а 
stranger at the breakfast table. 


The grey-haired fellow with the battle-scarred 
Тос H blazer, who has just arrived twenty 
minutes late as usual, is Lester Beastall, our 
Pilot and a foundation member of Toc H. 
On his left is the Padre, Chaplain Davies; his 
air of resignation suggests that the motor bike 
has savaged him again. Running around in 
small circles and scribbling minutes legible only 
to himself—one of his pages is said to have 
found its way to the notice board as an Urdu 
Security Poster—is Reggie Regnart, our secre- 
tary. Busily having ‘Nothing to report’ again 
is Friend, the treasurer, aided and abetted by 
Laurie Laurence, his assistant, who can just be 
seen behind the latest consignment of stamp 
approvals. Jobbie Thornton is sorting out books 
and magazines for the C.M.H. while his assis- 
tant Eddie Crops is doing his best to make 
himself objectionable to the secretary. 


So much for the top table. In the body of the 
kirk are about three dozen souls comprised of 
a number of artillerymen, many of them from 
somewhere in Yorkshire, with a leavening of 


civies, most of whom have come from Burma. 
Among the evenings we remember are the get- 
together meeting at our present rendezvous, 
when Lester gave us a bit of the story of Toc 
H. 


Hamish Reid has produced a précis of the 


The Family in India 


Beveridge plan, which provided food for thought 
and argument for two meetings. The Ceremony 
of Light was an inspiring experience where we 
felt that we, as probablv the easternmost grope 
in India, had a special part; the steak and kid- 
ney pie which followed were up to the standard 
we expect of Bish. lan Mathieson has given us 
the low-down on driling, and what we know 
of laying tram tracks we owe to Kitch's dis- 
course. Webb put us wise to the tricks of 
Quantity Surveying, and Lowson has spun ys 
yarns of the building of ships in Scottish vards. 
In addition we have amused ourselves with 
‘sing, say or pay’, out of the hat speeches, 
spelling bees, debates, ctc. 


Your humble scribe has only known the grope 
since it arrived at its present station, and can 
therefore only write of recent activities. The 
minute book records many enjoyable evenings 
at its former meeting place, where Cooper, now 
alas transferred, earned our undying gratitude 
for introducing us іо Toc Н. But enough for 
now. You'll be hearing from us again. 


Bombay 


The Branch has had some interesting mect- 
ings. The Principal of the Dadar School for 
the Blind interested the members with an 
account of his experiences. At the General 
Meeting the following officers were clected: 
Chairman, ‘Pop’ Clayton; Padre, Rev. John 
Tanner; Pilot, Harry Potter; Secretary, Len. 
Wallworth; Treasurer, ‘Jay? Jakob; Jobmaster, 
Eric Nichols. After the business the Chairman 
gave an account of his experiences in 1914- 
1918. 


Group ] had an interesting meeting when a 
Chinese bishop spoke about China at war. А 
summary of this talk appears on another page. 
At a later meeting the Group were given an 
account of the Indian Christian and his Church. 


Byculla Branch had an account of a visit to 
the Pindari Glacier illustrated with pictures. 
They also held a dance and arranged a concert 
in aid of the Scholarship Fund they are collect- 
ing. On another occasion 49 hospital patients 
were entertained. The following officers were 
elected for 1944: Chairman, Lance Boult; 
Padre, Canon Tate; Pilot, Fred Tilley; Secre- 
tary, Ray Leonard; Jobmaster, Harold Paul; 
Treasurer, Aubrey Shore. 
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Тће following notes from the Bombay repres- 
entative supplement the foregoing information 
culled from The Rent Book. 


Group I certainly secure star speakers. Re- 
cently, they had Bishop W. V. Chen of the 
Chungking American Methodist Mission, spiri- 
tual adviser to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, 
and on January 13th all three units are joining 
to hear Bombay’s own Bishop talking about the 
Church Union Scheme. 


Byculla Branch started 1944 with an address 
by Harry Potter, who, using the initial letters 
of ‘Toc H’, discussed Toc H as a Team, an 
Obligation, a Challenge and a Harbour. By- 
culla Jobmaster’s ‘diary’ of members’ activities 
makes one wonder how the blokes there find 
time to earn their living ! 


The year just gone has been a good one for 
us here. The three units have got together 
quite a lot, and worked together on several jobs, 
particularly helping the Mission and Dispensary 
at a place called Panvel and towards establish- 
ing a scholarship fund. Meetings have been well 
attended, even Bombay Branch, where many 
service visitors have made up for the numerous 
members removed from Bombay by reason of 
war duties. More anon of efforts about to be 


made to increase membership in Bombay 
Branch. 


Calcutta Branch 


Calcutta is a meeting place for members of 
Toc H from all parts of the world, as thoy 
come and go from the forward areas to the base 
and training camps. All too often we make 
the acquaintance of a member and then find that 
by the next weck he is miles away and all we 
can do is to hope that when next he is here he 
will look us up. Navy, army, air-force, mer- 
chant-navy—all are represented and many аге 
the interesting stories they have to tell us of 
their journeyings and experiences. Fortunately 
there is a nucleus of members who regularly 
make the trail to Mark г (I) in time for food 
at 8-15 р.т., ready to’ welcome the guests of 
each evening. 


Meetings are deliberately varied in their make- 
up, grave and gay, but all are designed to 
show the newcomer that he comes amongst 
friends from the moment he enters the door. 


The Branch kept its annual armistice vigil 
from 9 p.m. on the 10th of November to 7 a.m. 
on the 11th, when communion was celebrated. 
This was kept before the perpetually burning 
parent lamp of India in the memorial chapel of 


the cathedral and every active member in 
Calcutta took part at one period or another. 


At the next meeting George Bennett, newly 
atrived from U.K. to join the war services team, 
told us about Toc H in England in war time 
and the difficulties they had to face. It was not 
easy to run even a small services club owing 
to the lack of man and woman power but magni- 
ficently had branches and groups overcome all 
such problems. After his talk discussion de- 
veloped on Toc H post-war; the exchanges 
being most lively over the question whether 
women should attend Toc H meetings. 


Two more meetings were used to develop 
talent with stump speeches and a spelling bee. 


In earl December Bil Noble, for years a 
mainstay of the branch and mark, showed us 
some cinefilms he had taken during a holiday 
trek in Sikkim and included some coloured ones 
showing the glorious scenery in those northerly 
parts. : 

On the gth we welcomed Mr Wordsworth of 
the ‘Statesman’ who gave us a most interesting 
talk on 'Bengal—ihe country and its people'. 
The speaker in his inimitable way kept us in- 
terested and amused. Не is no stranger to the 
mark and we look forward to a return visit. 
For those of us who are temporary sojourners 
in the land it is most vital that we should hear 
all we can, from those that know of the country 
which is our present home. 

Two days later the branch forged its link im 
the World Chain of Light and during a 24 
hours vigil followed in intercessions the pro- 
gress of the light on its world journey. 


The following week Forbes Ormiston, АН 
India Committee chairman, started the evening 
with Toc H quizz and this proved a grand 
refresher course for many. Those who failed 
to remember the answers had partial revenge 
by being able later to fire questions themselves. 
December 23rd was a high-light. Early in 
the evening we attended at Talbot House when 
the Metropolitan of India, an old friend of Toc 
H, dedicated the chapel there in a brief but 
most impressive service. The Metropolitan re- 
turned with us to the mark for dinner and then 
followed what can only be described “а good 
time was had by all' Christmas is pantomime 
time and the large gathering was divided into 
two teams who then drew lots as to whether 
they should play either "The Sleeping Beauty' 
or 'Cinderella', without costumes, make-up, or 
most important without rehearsal. Riotous fun 
was fast and furious and it is difficult to say 
who had the most amusement—the team acting 
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as audience or the team planning the course of 
the fairy story. Wally, as Cinderella, had no 
difficulty in getting into Bill's crops boots, 
whilst Eric Lockwood made a most charming 
Sleeping Beauty. Acting honours must go to 
P/O Tucker for his polished performance of the 
witch. Shades of Drury Гапе! 


Lahore Branch 


In November and December Lahore Branch 
was speaking generally more active than usual 
owing to the stimulus brought about by the 
Convention on the 27th and 28th of Novem- 
ber. Of course there was much ‘spade’ work 
necessary, and it is to the credit of those con- 
cerned that the Convention proved so great a 
success. 


Early in November the combined meeting 
with the Lahore League of Women Helpers 
followed by supper, was as usual, the ever 
popular affair it is, and later the 'Brains Trust' 
Toc Н in India’ provided us with highly inter- 
esting meetings. 


In December we discussed the Convention. 
Many really good suggestions as regards the 
holding and management of future conventions 
were received; they ought to be of considerable 
help in the future. . 


А rather novel and certainly new idea was 
tried out in December. The Corporate Coir- 
"munion was held in the evening. The idea 
seems to have ‘caught on’ and may become 
permanent. 


The annual general meeting was held on 
December 21st and a new committee elected 
with the exception of the jobmaster who remains 
in power. Our new pilot is Bill Rich, who 
takes over from Тед Tilt; Ted having bcen 
pilot for eight ycars. 4 

Our jobs included a Christmas treat for the 
Burma Evacuees, their children and the orphan 


and homeless children of St. Faiths home. 
Éver since the latter half of September we 
have been preparing for this treat. Appeals 


were launched for donations in toys and money 
and house-to-house collections of old and 
broken toys were made as and when time per- 
mitted. The toys were repaired, dolls were 
made lifelike again and thanks to the Toc H 
ladies were dressed, heds re-created and prams 
restored. 

By the 15th of December we had enough 
toys for all the children concerned and had 
collected Rs. 1,100-0-0 in cash. 


'The treat took place on the x8th, when 300 
people in all attended. It was held in the 
grounds of the Lahore Cathedral Church. 


After tea the children played games till 6-15 
p.m. when Santa Clause arrived and was given 
a rousing reception. Не and his band ог help- 
ers were kept really busy distributing the toys 
and sweets to so many children that it was 
not till after 8 p.m. that the show concluded 
with a short speech by Padre George Crouch 
(who is also an evacuee from Burma) thanking 
Toc H for giving the children such a wonderful 
time and appreciating our thought of them at 
this time. 


Toc II Rest and Refreshment Rooms 

In October last Padre George Crouch very 
kindly offered us the use of the parish rooms 
adjoining St. Andrew's Church, for the purpose 
of enabling British and U.S. service personncl, 
travelling through and breaking their journey 
at Lahore for a few hours to have a bath, a rest 
and something to eat. The opening ceremony 
was held on the 12th November. The ladies 
and most of the men are giving up a great dcal 
of their time to run this place which comprises 
a large room comfortably furnished as a lounge, 
with provision lor reading and writing, another 
large room furnished as a dining and games 
room. Excellent meals are provided at low 
rates and already a few hundred men have 
passed through and greatly appreciated the 
conveniences provided. Owing to the huge 
influx of service men arriving in Lahore for 
leave during Christmas time it was not possible 
to put up all in the other hostels suitable for this 
purpose in Lahore, so we were compelled to 


provide slecping accommodation for 12 to r4 
men in our rooms. 
On January rst we ran our usual garden 


party for 30 men of the forces at 103, The Mall. 


Meerut Group 


"Two outstanding events mark the activities 
of Meerut Group during the month of Decem- 
ber, the first of these being a whist drive 
organised bv members, for the entertainment 
of residents, civil and military, in the canton- 
ment, on Thursday December 2nd. In this 
manner a very enjoyable and successful even- 
ing was spent by about fifty persons and, 
although there was no intention of raising moncy 
by the evening's event, the admission fec and 
а nominal charge for the light refreshments 
served, more than covered all expenses. It is 
hoped to continue such entertainment at inter- 
vals during the coming months. 
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The second event of the month took place on 
Thursday December 23rd when the Group was 
addressed by the Rev. Seth Lal of St. Thomas 
Church, Meerut. Taking ‘Religion’ as his subject, 
he traced the beginnings of the idea of religion 
in the mind of primitive man, with special refer- 
ence to its aspects in India, which in due time, 
found its expression in Hinduism. In develop- 
ing his theme our speaker outlined Buddh- 
ism, Mohammadanism and, as the sublime reve- 
lation, Christianity. A well sustained discussion 
and series of questions following the address 
brought out many points in amplification of 
what we had originally heard, and, in particular 
we came to understand more particularly the 
position of Indian Christians and their peculiar 
problems. It is the constant aim of the Group 
to meet our Indian friends in such fellowship 
and by so doing, to obtain as wide a knowledge 
of their life, and of the country as. possible. 


At this meeting we were glad to see 'Haver- 
sack' Harvey of Delhi, who paid us a flying 
visit, and, after a very characteristic summary 
of his views on the Family in India, shot off 
again into the outer darkness, leaving us in a 
somewhat dazed condition in wondering as to 
what had just hit us. Such impacts from out- 
side are always useful and welcome, and we hope 
that the recent arrival and discovery of other 
members in the cantonment will be an infusion 
of new life into the Group for the coming day. 


Peshawar Grope 


Since our last contribution to "The Lamp' we 
have said 'Au Revoir' to our most energetic 
Pilot Lt. Roy Goldsworthy who has left us for 


other fields. Cpl. Wesley Harris (R.A.F.), one 
of our probationers, has also moved from the 
district. We feel confident that both will be 
spreading the Toc H spirit in some other corner 
of India. 


Recent arrivals in Peshawar have been Padre 
G. Lawrence and Major Frank Coy (who has 
spent 15 years in India in contact with Toc H). 
Unfortunately Major Coy's stay with us was 
very brief. He has now left us to take up a Toc 
H post in England. The memory of his en- 
thusiastic personality will long remain with us. 


We have listened to some very interesting 
and educational talks during the past few 
weeks. Notable among these were a talk on 
"The problems and future of India’ by Mr 
Theodore Tewari; 'Experience of Life in an 
Indian College’ by Mr Gavin C. Martin of the 
Y.M.C.A.; ‘The tribes of the North West 
Frontier’ by Mr'G. Emerson (Deputy Secretary 
to the Government, Revenue Depot) On an- 
other occasion we listened to an enthralling talk 
by Major Coy on his 15 vears with Toc H in 
India. Another evening was well spent dis- 
cussing the 'Four Points of the Compass'. 


On the occasion of the World Chain of Light 
we in Peshawar stood to our rushlight. The 
following morning (Dec. 12th) we attended 
Corporate Communion at the St. John's Church 
which was conducted bv our Padre, the Rev. 
G. Lawrence. 


Jobs are still being carried out. On December 
27th we organised a visit to the cinema and 
a Toc H Christmas Tea for Indian Christian 
in local units. About 6o Indian Christians were 
our guests on that occasion. 


Frank Coy 


Older members in India wil! read with 
interest the note from Peshawar in The Family 
in India section that Frank Coy who did so 
much for Toc H in Kohat and on the frontier 
has gone home to do Toc H work in England. 


He wil! be welcome wherever Toc H is 
welcome. 

+ * * * 
‘Pop’ Clayton 


‘Pop’ Clayton of Bombay Branch, Tubby’s 
brother, has been awarded the Kaiser-i-Hind 
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Gold Medal, a fitting tribute to his activities 
as Chairman of the Bombay Hospitality Com- 
mittee. ‘Pop’ looks upon it as a recognition 
of what is being done for the Forces by all 
on and associated with the Committee, and 
while it is this, ‘Pop’ Clayton is no mere 
figure-head, as chairmen often are. He is at 
ihe office a great deal, and is often to be seen 
in the canteens, at dances and concerts run 
by the Hospitality Committee, and the amount 
of money he has 'influenced' must by now 
have reached very big figures. We of Toc H 
in Bombay are proud of him, and glad to be 
among his many helpers. 


Members of Toc H outside Bombay will 
share in the rejoicings of the Branch. 


* pe * * 


This number is rather full of reports of Con- 
ferences. We hope the stranger in our midst 
will not think that Toc H in India does no- 
thing but talk! 


* * * * 


The Re-Building of All Hallows 


A Methodist mine manager and a J.P. of 
Coalville in Leicester writes to Tubby as 
follows on this subject : 


There can never be any dispute or serious 
misunderstanding about the ‘wholeness’ of our 
Guild Church to all Toc H members. It is 
Тос Н and must remain so, for the young 
enthusiasts who are gradually absorbing our 
strength. For twenty years I have been 
bringing from these paris, men of all deno- 
minations to All Hallows—the nerve centre of 
our obsession—so that they might be tingled 
with the vital throb of Toc H life and love. 
The non-Anglican has predominated and I am 
persuaded that nothing can separate us from 
our adherence to our Church. 


Non-Anglicans must set out to make them- 
selves worthy of what the Guild Church has 
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to offer them, and as the new АП Hallows 
takes shape, I am convinced that Methodists’ 
bricks, Baptists’ cement and Presbyterian 
panels will be incorporated in the structure. 


Our Free Church Padre (Percy Austin), a 
Baptist, who was not far away from you on 
a railway station in Flanders when a foul shell 
exploded—recently had an appointment in 
London. Не made a bee-line for Mark Lane 
and stood in awe on the new conerete at All 
Hallows, was ushered with reverence into the 
Undercroft, and then paid his first visit to 42. 
He was not sightseeing—he has lived long in 
London—but was visiting his Guild Church, 
re-kindling the fire of burning desire to serve 
Toc H. No real Toc H member can be a 
dissenter from his Church. 


cta e x ж x 


Hang Denominational Absurdities 


In sending the letter printed above Tubby 
wrote a little personal note to the editor which 
ended as follows: ‘Hang denominational ab- 
surdities. Atoms imagine themselves infi- 
nitely remote from one another.' Many in 
South India at any rate will appreciate the 
impatience of this parson of such wide sym- 
pathy. 

+ * * EE 

Captain Woolnough who is in Bombay 
again will edit the Ment Book from this 


month. 
* * Зе * 
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Unit 
BaunackPOoRE GROUP 
Bousay Овоор I 
Вомплу Branca 
Вусшља BRANCH 
CaLcUrTA Branca 
Drara Don Окорг 
DuotaLi Group 
]urzvrronE Grocer 
Kinxrg Grour 
Mngow Group 


Poona Вглхоп 


No. 1 Srnvicr. Своср 


Unit 
AMBALA GROUP 
Ciasrata Group 


Реми Grour I 


Drrtui GnovP П 
Пет СіксгЕ ПІ 
Dsum Сшсш: IV 
frrozerore Grour 
Karachi BRANCH 
Lanore Вкамси 
Lauong L.W.H. 


LanoRE — CANTONMENTI 


GROUP. 
Lucknow CIRCLE 


MerruT Group 
PESHAWAR GROPE 


QurTra GROUP 


Rawacpinot Brancit 


Directory of Toc H in India 


LONE UNITS 


Place and Time of Meeting 


Methodist Church Hall, 
Thursdays, 7-80 p.m. 
C.M.S. House, Girgaum, 

8-30 p.m. 
Seamen's Institute, Nicol Road, Ballard 
Estale, lst, 3rd and 5th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
Methodist Church Hall, Parel Road, By- 
culla, 2nd and 4th Mondays, 8-30 p.m. 
2/2, Lansdowne Road, Elgin Road, Thurs- 
days, 9-15 p.m. 


Barrack Road, 


Thursdays E 


} Toc Н Services’ Canteen, alternate Wednes- 


days, 7-30 p.m. 
Garrison Church Annex, Wednesdays, 
7-45 p.m. 

Y.M.C.A., Queen's Road, Cantonment, 


Thursdays, 8 p.m. 
Methodist Church Institute, 
8-30 p.m. 
Soldiers' Home, Mondays, 8 p.m. 


Mondays, 


Prayer Hail, Ghorpuri, Thursdays, 8 p.m. 


! K. F. 


Hon. Secretary 


Stone, 6, Palta Estate, ES. 
Naw2bgang PO., B. & А. 


[ТЕ CHATIERTON, Dholandas Terrace, 


he? 
| 
Н 


Cumballa Hill, Bombay (26). 
WarrwonrH, c/o Mappin & Webb, 
Exspiupade Road, Bombay. 
[S Јо NESTOR, cjo Burmah-Shell, 
Sewree, Bombay. 
Cpl. J. Codd, 2/2, Lansdowne Road, 
cutta. 
A. KR. 
Road, 
А. SQUANCE, : 


Cal- 


Harrer, 1-А, New Cantonment 


Dehra Dun, U.P 

92/7, Jutland Av., Deolali. 

J. Borte, Military Band, 5.0.5.8., The 
Ridge, Jubbulpore. 

T. CHAPMAN, Church Cottage, 
Road, Kirkce. 

Н. Furtona. 


Бем. М. Н. Barnes. с/о H.Q. Poona Area, 
Maro Read, Poona. 

C. Sar. (0.6.5) W. Јање, G.H.Q. 
Вазе Reinforcement Camp, Deolali. 


Bombay 


NORTH-WESTERN INDIA DIVISION 


Place and lime of Meeting 


48 Bungalow (The Den) King Edward 
Lines, Thursdays, S p.m. 
Station Library, Fridays, 8 p.m. 


Y.M.C.A., Jai Singh Road, New Delhi, 
Wednesdays, 8-15 p.m. 

St. James’ Parish Hall, 
Alternate Tuesdays. 

Airmen's Rest Room, Tuesdays, 8-30 p.m. 


Kashmir Gate, 


Chaplain's Office, Anand Parbat, Monday 
evenings. 
Birdwood Soldiers" 


Homc, Thursdays 9 


p.m. 
Howard Church Wednesdays, 
9 p.m. 
ist Floor, Civil & Military Gazette Build- 
ing, The Mall, Tuesdays, 6-30 p.m. 
Ditto. Mondays, 6-30 p.m. m 


Institute, 


C. of E, Institute, Mondays, 7-30 p.m. 
Wesley Soldiers’ Home, Road, 

Lucknow, Tuesdays, 8-45 p.m. ... 
No. 1, R.A. Lines, Thursdays, 8 p.m. ... 
Toc Н Room, Y.M.C.A. Thursdays, 


Napier 


7 p.m. 
The Prayer Room, Wolseley Road, Wed- 
nesdays, 7-15 p.m. 
Harrington Prayer Room, Gough Road, 
"Tuesdays, 8-30 p.m. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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Hon. Secretary 


1471768 L. A, C. Cartwright A. E. W., 


R.A.F., Ambala. 
1507018 L. А. C. NowszrL А. КАЈЕ., 
Chakrata. 


1177656 Cpe. Mixaros W.T., Н.О. 
R.A.F., New Delhi. 

P. C. Арру, St. Stephen’s College, Delhi. 

16960253 А. C. Somerville D., R.A.F., 
Palam, Delhi Cantt. 

Scr. С. W. Morrall, c/o Rev. R. Talbot, 
B. T. Chaplain, Anand Parbat, Delhi. 

Lieut. R. Bruce, No. 3 Sup. Training 
Battn., Ferozepore. 

J. A. Innes, Grammar School, Karachi. 


Ілвот. D. E. Locknanr, c/o СКИ and 
Military Gazette, The Mall, Lahore, 


Mns. S. R. WoopnwonE, 16 Ferozepore 
Road, Lahore. 

S. H. Brzwitr, 66 Fetherston Road, 
Lahore Cantt. 

Lieut. P. Marrukws, 6 Tombs Road, 
Lucknow. 

Cre. C. Quick, 1 R.A. Lines, Meerut. 


1061641 Cpt. A. Кітѕох, Y.M.C.A., God- 
win Road, Peshawar. 
572420 Sct. Kempson D., R.A.F., Quetta. 


D. Н. Owers, 
Rawalpindi. 


25/5 Lawrence Road, 


Unit 
ARUVANKADD GROUP 
BANGALORE Внлхон 
COIMBATORE GROUP 
Ношл Grovur 
Konan бошо liELDS 

Ввахсн. 
МАрва5 BRANCH 
MADURA GROUP 
OoTACAMUND BRANCH 


PanaMCOTTAR BRANCH 


'TnicHiNoPOLY GROUP 


The following supplies 
Calcutta, ог from The Hon, Registrar, 51К ЈЕ, c/o Mes 


s.. 


SOUTHERN INDIA REGION 


Place and Time of Meeting 


Seeretary’s last Mondays, 
§-30 p.m. 

St. John's Church Institute, Thursdays, 
6-80 p.m. 

Toc Н Club, 
Monday, 6-30 p.m. 

Parish Hall, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
6-30 p.m. 

156 and 8rd Tuesdays, 6-30 p.m. 


Bungalow, 


Race Course Road, Ist 


Talbot 
ih ра 

St. George's Church Compound, Madura, 
Ist and 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m. 


House, Royapettah, Thursdays, 


Y.M.C.A., Ist and 3rd Mondays, 6-15 p.m. | 
Toc H Hall, 2nd and lasy Saturdays. 
7 p.m. 


Every Friday, aliernately af Golden Rock 
and "Prichinopoly. f | 


Hon. Secretary 
J. а. I. HackETT, Aruvankadu, Nilgiris. 


J. G. SAMUEL, 24, Central St., Cleveland 
Town, Bangalore. 

A. J. BENNISON, c/o Messrs. Stanes & Co., 
Coimbatore. 

Rev. F. D. HALLA WELL, Chaplain's Bun- 
galow, Hubli. 

A. J. Witsox, Oorgaum P.O., 8. India. 


J. 5. ATHanasivg, 194, Poonamallee High 
Road, Vepery, Madras. 

C. 1. Puur, Lasrado Square, Tallakulam 
P.O., Madura. 


W. Е. 5. Hees, Y.M.C.A., Ootacn- 
mund. 

J. A. ASIRVATHAN, Murungankurichi, 
Palamcottah. 

I S. Ween, Club View, Cantonment, 


'l'riehinopoly. 


ean be obtained from The Hon. Resisirar, Горо Units Committee, Fairfield, Hastings, 


stg. Mavinillan & Co., Ltd., Mouns Road, Madras:— 


Ties and Badges— Тос М Diaries Ёз. 2 8 o cach. 
Non-crease tics Rs. 6 8 О ench. У 
Silk ties 225911 0 .,, оты т TS 
Wristlet badges и iq Qe For Free Distribuiion— 

Buttonhole badges лу. WA oc What is Toc H? 
* : Toe Н For New Friends. 
Tes On: Jojning Тос H. 

Publications— 2 Zu 4 : 

i P Leading Toc Hin, India and Burma. 
A limited supply of Toc Н books and pamphlets, can. be Toc Н Constitution. — 

obtained from the Registrars; but the stocks arc so short Falk Too Н d 

and renewals from England come at such *are intervals, УУ че 

that members are advised to enquire whether wliat-they Mo 

require is available before sending their order. e 

* E * + 
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